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Logos Christian Academy

e

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God... Through him all things were made; without him

nothing was made that has been made.
John 1:1, 3-4

“Christianity gives the truth about the whole of reality, a
perspective for interpreting every subject matter. Genesis tells us that
God spoke the entire universe into being with His Word-what John 1:1
calls the Logos. The Greek word means not only Word but also reason
or rationality... Thus the underlying structure of the universe reflects
the mind of the Creator. In any subject area we study, we are
discovering the laws or creation ordinances by which God structured
the world.”

Nancy Pearcy, Total Truth
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H.S. Student
June 20, 2009
Mr. Instructor
Starting Points
The Beauty of the Logos Persuasive Essay
Most Logos students approach the task of essay writing with apprehension. Not only is the
writing task weighty, but the subject matter is complicated and the instructor, with his repeated
warnings about literary techniques and pitfalls, can be intimidating. Once the essay is completed
and turned in the student must await the unavoidable trauma of the final grade and those
distressing comments in red ink. Given the likelihood of permanent psychological damage, it is a
wonder that any Logos student can face the essay assignment at all! Yet writing a persuasive
essay is much like composing music. With attention to a few simple rules of style, organization
and invention, it can be a satisfying task that results in something beautiful.
Some parts of essay writing are not difficult at all. Most Logos writers quickly discover
that their years of homeschooling have made them skilled in basic elements of style like
mechanics and grammar. They have mastered the art of constructing clear sentences that employ
proper grammar and correct spelling. All those letters to Grandma served a useful purpose after
all. They remember to vary the length and pattern of each sentence, and use correct punctuation
and capitalization. With a little help from parents or siblings, it is easy to find wording that is
precise and vivid. Like notes on a sheet of music, words can fill up an essay page quickly.
The organization of the essay may be a bit more challenging, but attention to the Logos
essay intro-body-conclusion formula gives the writer creative momentum. For instance, with a
little thought the author can develop an introduction paragraph containing a thesis that intrigues

the reader, preparing him for a logical, compelling discussion. Could that be true? Tell me more!



The writer uses an outline to logically arrange the paragraphs that follow. This organization helps
everything fit neatly together and transition sentences unify the paragraphs so the reader follows
the central argument. Just as the flow of a melody makes a song beautiful, so too can the
organized progression of an argument enhance its persuasive power.

No writer will earn the interest and sympathy of the reader simply by applying a formula
for organization, however. It is the content of the essay, the “invention,” that ultimately
persuades. During the process of invention the writer remembers class discussions in which
classmates explored reading assignments and expressed varying interpretations. Expanding one’s
own viewpoint is the key to creating content: from the thesis the writer develops three supporting
points that form the basis of the essay’s argument. Persuasive points are opinions which must be
structured. For instance, every time the writer makes a statement, he or she supplies the reader
with a supporting fact, example or illustration because content must be demonstrated to be true in
order to convince. By presenting carefully selected evidence, strong logic, and a thorough
knowledge of the subject matter the writer convinces the reader that the central argument is true.

The writer’s final step is crafting a conclusion that restates the thesis in a fresh way and
leaves the reader wanting to agree. The conclusion creates a unity to the essay that makes it more
than the sum of its parts, much like the end of a beautiful song satisfies us because it reminds us of
the lovely blend of harmony, melody and rhythm that came before. What Logos instructor could
possibly fail to appreciate such a masterpiece? The conclusion does more, too. Like a beautiful
song, the Logos persuasive essay pleases the creator, and hopefully the Creator, as much as it
pleases the reading audience. In the end, this is the deepest satisfaction of all, and it is certainly

worth the risk of a little red ink.
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