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��� Help one another provide biblical college preparatory instruction to the 
next home-educated generation.  
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Parent Meeting   August 9, 2009 
First Class    September 8, 2009 
Thanksgiving Break  November 23 – 29   
Christmas Break   December 18, 2009 – January 4, 2010 
Second Term Begins  January 5, 2010 
TeenPact Week   March 1 – 5  
Easter Break   March 29 – April 2 
Last Class    May 27, 2010 
�

���		�������� !��"   Committed parents and volunteers teach classes at Church of the 
Open Door in Leavenworth once or twice weekly.   Parents purchase curricula and 
manage the completion of class assignments by the student at home.  Details on curricula 
are provided when students are enrolled with Mrs. Swehla for specific classes. 
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Mr. Swehla & 

Worldview Team 
Cornerstone 

(approx. $150) 
Basic writing 
proficiency 

Tues & Thurs 
7:30 – 9:00am 
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Dr. Efta 
Summers & 
Sawyer, Cox 
(approx. $40) 

Basic grammar 
proficiency 

Thursdays 
9:30 – 10:30am 

�� ���#��� ��!	 ��)� Mrs. Martirosan TBD Age 12 - 18 
Tuesdays 

9:30 – 10:30am 
 

�##! !������������ !��  
 John and Charlene Bauer, Leavenworth  (913) 651 – 5012 
 Mike and Cyndi Swehla, Leavenworth  (913) 682 – 6995 

Parent and Student Guide 2009 - 2010 
  

LLooggooss  CChhrriissttiiaann  AAccaaddeemmyy  
 

4800 S. 20th St. Trafficway 
Leavenworth, Kansas 
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�!	 ��)������,�	"    Homeschooling families formed Logos in 2004 after a successful 
experiment combining students for classroom instruction in New Testament Greek.  At 
first the “school” had no name and little organization.  Over the years classes were added 
and formal guidelines were developed.  In 2005 we decided to give our cooperative a 
name, Logos Christian Academy, but we still maintain the spirit of family  
cooperation and informality that existed since the beginning.  Every  
year we provide college preparatory classes as God brings families,  
instructors and students together.  Curricula and instruction emphasize 
biblical truth, academic excellence and college preparation.   
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�1���#��� The first Logos 
Worldview class in March, 2005.��Students 
from this class went on to attend Baylor, 
Bryan College, Calvary Bible College, 
Grove City College, John Brown 
University, Kansas University, Northland 
International University, College of the 
Ozarks, Patrick Henry College, and 
University of St. Mary.  
�From left:  Nathan Madden, Ethan 
Hausman, Anna Hausman, Hanna Efta, 
Doug Kiene, Tessa Swehla, Evan Bauer, 
Naomi Neal, Caleb Efta, Micah-Noel 
Sarensen,  (not pictured: Timothy Edgren).  �
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	"� � As parents we are primarily responsible for the 
education of our homeschooled students.  We oversee daily study, manage the fulfillment 
of course requirements, and maintain all records as a part of our regular homeschool 
administration.  Parents of students in Worldviews of the Western World and Starting 
Points submit weekly assignment completion sheets to course instructors and assign 
grades for work completed at home.  These slips are due in class every Thursday.  Slips are 
attached on page 8 and can be photocopied at church as needed. 
�
���		��������
� "   Students enroll for any number of courses following admission.  
Contact Mrs. Swehla for additional information (913-682-6995).  Enrollment in 
Worldviews of the Western World is reserved for 9th grade and above; 8th graders are 
admitted by exception only.  Academically advanced students in 7th grade may be 
admitted to the Starting Points class.  Once a student is enrolled in a class, parents are 
responsible for purchasing all curricula. 
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�!�,"   We are a cooperative academy that depends on volunteer participation.  
No fees are charged if a parent or family member serves as a volunteer.  Volunteer 
positions in the past have included Instructor, Grading Assistant, Parent Committee 
member, Parent Monitor, Finance Administrator, and Enrollment Coordinator. 
�
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����	 ��$ ��	���#�3���!�!$� !��	"�� Our instructors serve as unpaid volunteers.   
Instructors agree to commit sufficient time to prepare, teach, grade assignments and 
provide individual guidance to students as necessary.  Teachers report directly to a 
member of our Parent Committee.  All instructors must: 

� Profess Christian faith and agree with the LCA Statement of Faith 
� Demonstrate godly character in their personal life and their home 
� Have educational qualifications for the subject modules they are presenting, normally 

reflected in a B.A. or above from an accredited college or university 
� Have experience and aptitude for classroom instruction, normally reflected in high school 

or college teaching experience or a suitable substitute�
 
.��#!�,"�� For most students, Logos is the first time they have received grades from 
anyone outside the home.��We try to combine high standards with sensitivity.  Instructors 
provide the parents with grades for each class and parents maintain all necessary student 
records.  Course grades are given to the student by the parent based on input from Logos 
instructors.  At the end of the school year parents of Worldview students will receive a 
letter with recommended course grades for the year and a list of the all modules 
completed during that academic year.  Since late papers place a heavy burden on our 
volunteer instructors, grades are reduced by 20 points (on a 100 point scale) per day.  All 
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other late work will receive a score of Zero unless prior arrangements are made with the 
course instructor.�  
 

Worldview Grades"  Grading for Starting Points and Worldview classes is a 
composite of three factors with grades determined jointly by parents and 
instructors:   
� 50% reading & workbook completion at home (grade provided by parents) 
� 35% essays and written assignments (as graded by instructors) 
� 15% classroom participation (as graded by instructors) 

 
 Writing Standards"  We emphasize formal writing in Logos and ask for parental 
coaching to help students understand writing standards.  To help graders, all 
written assignments must follow the same format: double-spaced, typed in Times 
Roman 12 point font, with one-inch margins.  In the upper right-hand corner of 
the first page they must contain the name of the student, the date, the instructor’s 
name, and the class name.  An example of a properly formatted essay may be 
found on page 9.  Graders use the following formula, which parents should use 
with their students during the composition and review process1: 

 
��4
� !����
(Content) 
�
�
5�6����,��#
�

Assignment Answered 
Proper Focus 
Argument / Thesis 
Evidence Selected, Presented 
Development / Logic (Depth) 

Does the essay answer the assignment? 
Is the scope proper for the topic? 
Is the thesis identifiable and compelling? 
Is evidence interesting and appropriate? 
Are ideas strong, original and logical; do they 
reflect thorough understanding of the subject? 

��,��!7� !��� �
(Composition) 
�
��6����,��#
�

Introduction 
Paragraph Construction 
Transitions 
Synthesis 
Conclusion 

Does intro intrigue, prepare the reader? 
Are the paragraphs unified and coherent? 
Are transitions smooth and unifying? 
Is the body a coherent unity; more than parts? 
Is the conclusion strong and convincing? 

� )�
��
(Mechanics / 
Grammar) 
 
��6����,��#
�

Diction 
Grammar and Spelling 
Punctuation, Capitalization 
Variation 
Mechanics and Citation 

Is wording lucid, concise, vivid? 
Are grammar and spelling correct? 
Are they correct?  
Are sentences varied in length and pattern? 
Does format meet Logos standards? 

�
� �#
� ����#�$ "�� All students conduct themselves in a respectful, submissive and 
cooperative manner that honors God and one another.  If necessary, a student may be 
dismissed from class at any time for any reason by an instructor.  If this happens, the 
instructors will notify parents immediately.  In addition, we have simple rules of godly 
behavior that are posted in every Logos classroom. 

                                                           
1 This formula was derived from Strunk and White, Elements of Style, and Scott Crider, The Office of 
Assertion: An Art of Rhetoric for the Academic Essay. 
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�
� ��#��#	������
		"��� Student and instructor dress is modest in appearance and void of 
large or distasteful logos or slogans.   Clothes are loose fitting and full length (e.g. no 
shorts).  No sleeveless shirts or tank tops are permitted, and safe footwear is always 
worn.  Loose fitting denim pants and jumpers are permitted.   
�
���		��  
�#��$
0����$
��� !�����#�����#!�� !�������&	
�$
	"�� A student should never 
be absent from class without prior notification to the instructor.  After the fourth 
unexcused absence, instructor(s) will notify the parents that the student has been placed 
on academic probation.  After eight unexcused absences in one school year the student 
will be dismissed from Logos.  An absence is “excused” when a parent provides 
notification in advance to the instructor of the reason for the absence.  Extended absences 
for extraordinary circumstances (e.g. ministry trips, family emergencies, etc.) may be 
coordinated with course instructors individually.  In cases where instructors must cancel 
classes, every effort will be made to provide advance notice to all students and parents. 
�
�4
�	!,% ���#�8���,
�
� "   We establish plans and policies in a Parent Committee 
consisting of parents and instructors.  Voting members are elected annually during an 
open parent meeting.  Meetings of this committee are always open.  Meetings of all Logos 
families may be held periodically to address issues that arise.  Current Parent Committee 
members are John Bauer, Tom Slusher, Pat Madden, and Mike Swehla. 
 
�!	�,�

�
� 	"�� We agree to resolve disagreements in the following manner: 

1. Any person who believes they (or their child) have been wronged by another 
should, upon prayerful consideration, determine whether the matter would be best 
forgiven and overlooked. (Eph 4:1-3) 

2. If it is determined that it is not wise or prudent to overlook the offense, then the 
offended party must approach the individual in question and attempt to rectify the 
situation confidentially.  Parents should do this on behalf of a student.  (Matt 18:15) 

3. If the situation cannot be resolved between the two parties in private, the offended 
party should seek out the counsel and assistance of the Parent Committee.  If the 
Committee determines sufficient merit exists to confront the alleged perpetrator, 
then a meeting will be arranged between all parties to address the issue and seek 
resolution. (Matt 18:16) 

4. The decision of the Parent Committee in regard to the matter will be final.  
However, if a problem is determined to be serious enough the Committee may refer 
the matter to the church in which the person in the dispute holds membership.  
(Matt 18:17) 
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We believe in the following six foundational doctrines of the Christian faith, which are 
reinforced in all subjects taught by our instructors: 

�
Doctrine of Scripture.  We believe and teach that the 39 books of the Old Testament 

and the 27 books of the New Testament together comprise the entire written Word of 
God, the supreme and sole authority of Christian faith and practice. The Scripture was 
given in the original manuscripts through the Holy Spirit by verbal (every word), 
plenary (complete) inspiration and thus is infallible, true and free of error or 
contradiction. No other writings, experiences, tongues, prophesies, visions, revelations or 
traditions of any kind are inspired in this sense. (Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 
1:20-21). 

 
Doctrine of God.��We believe in and teach one triune God, eternally existing in three 

Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - co- eternal in being, co-identical in nature, co-
equal in power and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections. The attributes 
of God include, but are not limited to, His holiness, His sovereignty, His omnipresence, 
omniscience, omnipotence, and immutability. Each Person of the Godhead executes 
distinct but complementary offices in the great work of redemption. (Exodus 15:11; 
Deuteronomy 6:4; Psalm 99:5; Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19-20; Mark 12:29; John 1:1-8; 5:27; 
6:27; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:10; 8:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; Colossians 
1:17; Hebrews 1:1-3; James 2:19; Revelation 1:4-6). 

 
Doctrine of Jesus Christ.��We believe and teach that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal 

Son of God, became fully man, without ceasing to be fully God, having been conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, in order that he might reveal God and 
redeem sinful men. He lived a totally sinless and perfect life and thus became God's 
perfect sacrifice for man's sin. He was made to be sin and a curse for us. Jesus Christ thus 
accomplished our redemption through His substitutionary death on the cross; and all 
who believe on Him are justified solely on the basis of His shed blood, and given 
assurance by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead. Jesus Christ then ascended 
to heaven, and is now exalted at the right hand of God, where, as our high priest, He 
fulfills the ministries of representative, intercessor, and advocate. (Luke 1:35; John 1:1-2, 
14; Acts 1:9-10; Romans 3:24-25; 8:34; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Timothy 1:15; 2:5; Hebrews 2:9; 
7:25; 9:24; 1 Peter 1:3-5; 2:24; 1 John 2:1-2). 
 

Doctrine of Salvation.  We believe and teach that the salvation of sinners is the gift of 
God brought to man by His grace, and received by personal faith in the shed blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. A person must repent of his sin and by faith receive and trust the 
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Person and provision of Jesus Christ alone in order to be saved. This is the instantaneous 
act of being born again by the Holy Spirit. Intellectual agreement to the facts of the gospel 
is alone insufficient. An understanding of the truth must be mixed with a volitional 
decision to fully and unconditionally trust Jesus for one's salvation with the faith, which 
God gives to the repentant sinner. Because of the depravity of man, salvation is wholly of 
God. Upon man being regenerated by God, he possesses two natures - the new righteous 
nature of God and the old sinful nature of Adam. These two natures are in constant 
conflict within every believer. As the believer yields to the leading of the Holy Spirit, he 
is controlled by the new nature. However, as long as man lives, the old sin nature will 
always be present. (Isaiah 64:6; John 1:12; 3:5, 18; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 
1:7; 2:8-10; Philippians 3:4-9; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:18-19, 23). 
 

Doctrine of the Holy Spirit"  We believe and teach that the Holy Spirit is a Divine 
Person, equal with the Father and Son and of the same nature. He was active in creation, 
and in His relation to the unbelieving world He restrains the evil one until God's purpose 
is fulfilled. Also, He convicts of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment and bears witness 
to the truth. In addition, He is the supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all 
believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of 
redemption, as well as teaching, sanctifying, comforting and bestowing spiritual gift(s) 
upon each believer. Furthermore, it is God's command that all be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. (John 16:8-13; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 
1:13-14; 5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27). 

�
Doctrine of Creation.��We believe and teach the Genesis account of creation as being 

neither allegory nor myth, but a literal, historical account of the direct, immediate, 
creative acts of God. Further, we believe and teach the origin of creation and all physical 
aspects of creation were the works of the Godhead and refute such things as Pantheism, 
(the belief that God is everything and that everything is God, thus confusing God with 
nature, matter with spirit, and the Creator with the things He has created), Polytheism, 
(the belief that there is more than one God), and Theistic Evolution, (the belief that 
attempts to reconcile creation with the theory of the evolutionary process). (Genesis 1:1; 
Job 26:3; Psalm 102:25; Colossians. 1:16) 
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Parent:  Please sign indicating level of homework completion 0-100 pts / week 

Student Name:        

Parent Signature:        

Completion Score:    

Module Name:    

Date:        
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Parent:  Please sign indicating level of homework completion 0-100 pts / week 

Student Name:        

Parent Signature:        

Completion Score:    

Module Name:    

Date:        
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Parent:  Please sign indicating level of homework completion 0-100 pts / week 

Student Name:        

Parent Signature:        

Completion Score:    

Module Name:    

Date:        
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H.S. Student 
June 20, 2009 
Mr. Instructor 
Starting Points 

 
 

The Beauty of the Logos Persuasive Essay 
 

 Most Logos students approach the task of essay writing with apprehension.  Not only is the 

writing task weighty, but the subject matter is complicated and the instructor, with his repeated 

warnings about literary techniques and pitfalls, can be intimidating.   Once the essay is completed 

and turned in the student must await the unavoidable trauma of the final grade and those 

distressing comments in red ink.  Given the likelihood of permanent psychological damage, it is a 

wonder that any Logos student can face the essay assignment at all!  Yet writing a persuasive 

essay is much like composing music.  With attention to a few simple rules of style, organization 

and invention, it can be a satisfying task that results in something beautiful. 

 Some parts of essay writing are not difficult at all.  Most Logos writers quickly discover 

that their years of homeschooling have made them skilled in basic elements of style like 

mechanics and grammar.  They have mastered the art of constructing clear sentences that employ 

proper grammar and correct spelling.  All those letters to Grandma served a useful purpose after 

all.  They remember to vary the length and pattern of each sentence, and use correct punctuation 

and capitalization.  With a little help from parents or siblings, it is easy to find wording that is 

precise and vivid.  Like notes on a sheet of music, words can fill up an essay page quickly. 

 The organization of the essay may be a bit more challenging, but attention to the Logos 

essay intro-body-conclusion formula gives the writer creative momentum.  For instance, with a 

little thought the author can develop an introduction paragraph containing a thesis that intrigues 

the reader, preparing him for a logical, compelling discussion.  Could that be true?  Tell me more!  
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The  writer uses an outline to logically arrange the paragraphs that follow.  This organization helps 

everything fit neatly together and transition sentences unify the paragraphs so the reader follows 

the central argument.  Just as the flow of a melody makes a song beautiful, so too can the 

organized progression of an argument enhance its persuasive power. 

 No writer will earn the interest and sympathy of the reader simply by applying a formula 

for organization, however.  It is the content of the essay, the “invention,” that ultimately 

persuades.  During the process of invention the writer remembers class discussions in which 

classmates explored reading assignments and expressed varying interpretations.  Expanding one’s 

own viewpoint is the key to creating content: from the thesis the writer develops three supporting 

points that form the basis of the essay’s argument.  Persuasive points are opinions which must be 

structured.  For instance, every time the writer makes a statement, he or she supplies the reader 

with a supporting fact, example or illustration because content must be demonstrated to be true in 

order to convince.  By presenting carefully selected evidence, strong logic, and a thorough 

knowledge of the subject matter the writer convinces the reader that the central argument is true. 

 The writer’s final step is crafting a conclusion that restates the thesis in a fresh way and 

leaves the reader wanting to agree.  The conclusion creates a unity to the essay that makes it more 

than the sum of its parts, much like the end of a beautiful song satisfies us because it reminds us of 

the lovely blend of harmony, melody and rhythm that came before.  What Logos instructor could 

possibly fail to appreciate such a masterpiece?  The conclusion does more, too.  Like a beautiful 

song, the Logos persuasive essay pleases the creator, and hopefully the Creator, as much as it 

pleases the reading audience.  In the end, this is the deepest satisfaction of all, and it is certainly 

worth the risk of a little red ink. 
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1. (Sub point, evidence, or illustration):  
 
 

2. (Sub point, evidence, or illustration): 
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1. (Sub point, evidence, or illustration) 
 
 
2.  (Sub point, evidence, or illustration) 
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1. (Sub point, evidence, or illustration) 
 
 
2. (Sub point, evidence, or illustration) 
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We have read and understand the cooperative policies of Logos Christian Academy.  Our 
signatures below signify that we accept and will comply with these policies. 
 
We understand the Christian doctrine outlined in the Statement of Faith and agree to its 
use in the subjects presented by the Academy.   
 
���
� 	���
I accept primary responsibility for the education of my student.  I understand that Logos 
Christian Academy is cooperative in nature and is designed to support the education and 
spiritual development in the home under my parental direction.  I will oversee the home 
study of my child on a daily basis and ensure assigned work is completed on time.   
 
I understand that I am responsible for providing all curricula. 
 
I will contribute to the Academy in a cooperative Christian spirit.   I will provide timely 
notification of any significant change in the nature of my participation or my child’s 
participation in Logos Christian Academy.  
 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________________ 
 

Parent Signature     Date 
 
_____________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 

Student Name(s)     Student Signature(s) 
 
Students: Please bring this completed form to the first day of class. 
 
 

�

Participation Agreement 
Logos Christian Academy 

� 


